
	 JM1	

	
	

ENGLISH – 9th GRADE - APPLIED 
	

	
Lesson Topic:  Poetry	

	
Length of Lesson: 75 Minutes 

	

	
Day of Unit: Two 

	
	
	

OVERALL EXPECTATION:  
ORAL 1; READING 2; WRITING 2  

 
Oral: Listening to Understand 

 
Reading: Understanding Form and 

Style 
 

Writing: Using Knowledge of Form 
and Style 

 

  
SPECIFIC EXPECTATIONS: 

ORAL 1.1; READING 2.3; WRITING 
2.1 

 
Oral: Purpose 

 
Reading: Elements of Style 

 
Writing: Form 

	
 
Learning Goal: 
 

 
By the end of this lesson, the students will write a response 

poem.  
 

 
Success Criteria: 
 

 
By the end of this lesson, the students will be able to say: 

 
- I can write a response poem. 
- I can identify and use appropriate elements of poetry 

when writing a response poem.  
- I can identify the themes within a poem. 

 
 
Assessments / Evaluations:  Because this is the second lesson plan of the Poetry 

Unit, there will be no summative evaluations, 
rather, formative / diagnostic assessments to 
determine comprehension, prior knowledge, 
understanding and literacy.  These assessments 
will be documented on the attached Assessment 
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Tool (Figure 1.1) and will concentrate on the 
following: 

 
 

- Access of Prior Knowledge (Poem Breakdown & Discussion) AS 
 

 
- Proof of Element Use (Final Draft Poem) FOR 

 
 

- Literacy Assessment (Final Draft Poem) OF 
 

 
Material: To ensure the success of this lesson, it is imperative that the 

following materials be cultivated prior to instruction: 
 

• SMART / Projector 
• Internet Access 
• Poem Handouts 
• Chart Paper 
• Markers 
• Paper 
• Pens 

 
 
 

Lesson Sequence 
 
 

5 Minutes: Classroom Setting 
 

20 Minutes: YouTube Video’s and Element Discussion 
 

15 Minutes: Group Theme Breakdown 
 

30 Minutes: Response Poem Writing 
 

5 Minutes: Recapitulation and Goodbye’s 
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Classroom Setting: 
 
Allow the students the time to settle themselves into their seats, composing 
themselves as preparation for instruction. Allow this time to take attendance, 
communicate and build rapport with students. 5 Minutes.  
 
YouTube Video’s and Element Discussion: 
 
Start this section by playing the YouTube video of Bob Marley’s Redemption 
Song (See Sources and References Section). Not that the instructor should be 
handing out the print support copies of the lyrics prior to starting the video 
(Figure 1.2). Continue with the Logic YouTube video and repeat the process 
(Figure 1.3).  Once complete, allow the students the opportunity, either alone 
or in groups, to identify the elements of poetry and record them on their 
copies. Discuss their findings and highlight the ways in which these elements 
heighten meaning. 20 Minutes.  
 
Group Theme Breakdown: 
 
In groups, allow the students the opportunity to discuss the themes and sub 
themes that can be related to the subject material of both YouTube videos. 
Address the world issues these themes bring about. Instruct your students to 
record their information of large chart paper (Mind Map) that you will then 
post on the classroom wall as reference.  Note that your discussions may be 
weighted discussion about sex, race and inequality. Be prepared to handle 
these with tact.  15 Minutes.  
 
Response Poem Writing: 
 
Using both the elements and themes presented in the last two lesson blocks, 
guide the students towards the creation of their own response poem.  This 
poem should offer a resolution to the issues faced in the earlier video’s and 
should include 2-3 poetry elements.  Note that the assignment can be 
completed in any style. I.E. Free verse, Limerick etc. Note also that the 
instructor should hand out an example sheet so that the students may refer 
to it for guidance. 30 Minutes.       
 
Recapitulation and Goodbye’s: 
 
Before leaving, allow the students the opportunity to share what they have 
written, being cognizant that it take great courage to share personal work. 
Note that the students will have to hand in their work so that the instructor 
may, in turn, assess the students’ knowledge and literacy. 5 Minutes.  
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Learning Diversities: This Poetry lesson has learning diversity gaps that 
could be rectified with the following, should they 
arise: 

 
- During the “YouTube Video and Element Discussion” activity, make a 

conscious choice to select the YouTube videos that have subtitles in an effort 
to target the students who need textual support to understand meaning.  In 
addition, when the students have successfully identified the proper 
elements, the instructor should post a completed poetry element sheet on 
the overhead so that the students may refer to it at any time during the 
lesson, should they require it.  

- During the “Group Theme Breakdown” the instructor should first model the 
activity in an effort to target the visual learners and make clear the 
expectations of the assignment. (Figure 1.4) 

- Note that, should a student miss class, the instructor should place the 
resources / completed student work (Mind Maps) on the classroom’s 
communal communication board (One Note / Office 360) in an effort to 
include the absent leaners all the while providing support for students who 
wish to go over the material again.   

 
 

IEP ELL (English Language 
Learner) 

 

 
IEP Visual Impairment  

 
Note that throughout the lesson, the 
ELL student should be equipped 
with assistive technology that will 
serve as a translation device should 
the student require it.  
 
Group Theme Breakdown: 
 
While group work is an excellent 
way to support a student with 
learning diversities, it can be 
paramount to an ELL student. Take 
care in placing this learner with 
expert-teacher students who work 
well with one another.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
Note that throughout the lesson, the 
student with visual impairments 
should have noticeable 
accommodations.  
 
In order to support your student 
with a visual impairment, make 
sure that all of your visual stimulus 
is sized appropriately. In this case 
both the instructions and the 
images should be enhanced. Larger 
font size and bigger pictures should 
prove impactful.  
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They will naturally create a 
supportive community in which the 
student can learn. Again here, have 
a physical handout of the activity’s 
instructions at the ready and 
support the use of translation 
technology when needed.  
 
Response Poem Writing: 
 
The instructor should note that the 
ELL student may need 
accommodations when handing in 
his work as their ability to process 
the English language may be 
lengthier than the student who has 
fluency in English. 
 

 
Classroom Setting:  

 
From the beginning, introduce a 
seating arrangement that best suits 
the student with a visual 
impairment. From the front of the 
classroom, the student is more 
likely to see and interact with the 
material.  
 
 
 
    

 
 
 

 
Course Theory: This lesson plan was modelled with EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING 

in mind.  As agents of SOCIAL JUSTICE, it is important to 
recognize the power of community and relationships within our 
society and acknowledge that these can be vehicles for 
discussing world issues such as race, poverty, inequality and 
injustice.  To that effect, the themes of the lesson plan were 
specifically chosen to illicit appropriate responses within the 
framework of response poetry.  

 
 

 
Sources / References 

 
 

Logic 1-800-273-8255: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kb24RrHIbFk 
 

Bob Marley Redemption Song: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QrY9eHkXTa4 
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(Figure 1.1) 
 
 
 
 
 

Assessment Tool: 
 
 
 

 
Comprehension 
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(Figure 1.2) 
 
 

Old pirates, yes, they rob I 
Sold I to the merchant ships 

Minutes after they took I 
From the bottomless pit 

But my hand was made strong 
By the hand of the Almighty 

We forward in this generation 
Triumphantly 

Won't you help to sing 
These songs of freedom? 

'Cause all I ever have 
Redemption songs 
Redemption songs 

Emancipate yourselves from mental slavery 
None but ourselves can free our minds 

Have no fear for atomic energy 
'Cause none of them can stop the time 
How long shall they kill our prophets 
While we stand aside and look? Ooh 

Some say it's just a part of it 
We've got to fulfill the Book 

Won't you help to sing 
These songs of freedom? 

'Cause all I ever have 
Redemption songs 
Redemption songs 
Redemption songs 

Emancipate yourselves from mental slavery 
None but ourselves can free our minds 

Wo! Have no fear for atomic energy 
'Cause none of them-a can-a stop-a the time 

How long shall they kill our prophets 
While we stand aside and look? 

Yes, some say it's just a part of it 
We've got to fulfill the book 

Won't you have to sing 
These songs of freedom? 

'Cause all I ever had 
Redemption songs 

All I ever had 
Redemption songs 

These songs of freedom 
Songs of freedom 
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(Figure 1.3) 
 

I've been on the low 
I been taking my time 

I feel like I'm out of my mind 
It feel like my life ain't mine 

Who can relate? 
I've been on the low 

I been taking my time 
I feel like I'm out of my mind 
It feel like my life ain't mine 

I don't wanna be alive 
I don't wanna be alive 
I just wanna die today 

I just wanna die 
I don't wanna be alive 
I don't wanna be alive 

I just wanna die 
And let me tell you why 

All this other shit I'm talkin' 'bout they think they know it 
I've been praying for somebody to save me, no one's heroic 

And my life don’t even matter 
I know it, I know it, I know I'm hurting deep down but can’t show it 

I never had a place to call my own 
I never had a home 

Ain't nobody callin' my phone 
Where you been? Where you at? What's on your mind? 

They say every life precious but nobody care about mine 
I've been on the low 

I been taking my time 
I feel like I'm out of my mind 
It feel like my life ain't mine 

Who can relate? 
I've been on the low 

I been taking my time 
I feel like I'm out of my mind 
It feel like my life ain't mine 

I want you to be alive 
I want you to be alive 

You don't gotta die today 
You don't gotta die 

I want you to be alive 
I want you to be alive 

You don't gotta die 
Now lemme tell you why 
It's the very first breath 

When your head's been drowning underwater 
And it's the lightness in the air 
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When you're there 
Chest to chest with a lover 

It's holding on, though the road's long 
And seeing light in the darkest things 
And when you stare at your reflection 

Finally knowing who it is 
I know that you'll thank God you did 

I know where you been, where you are, where you goin' 
I know you're the reason I believe in life 

What's the day without a little night? 
I'm just tryna shed a little light 

It can be hard 
It can be so hard 

But you gotta live right now 
You got everything to give right now 

I've been on the low 
I been taking my time 

I feel like I'm out of my mind 
It feel like my life ain't mine 

Who can relate? 
I've been on the low 

I been taking my time 
I feel like I'm out of my mind 
It feel like my life ain't mine 

I finally wanna be alive (finally wanna be alive) 
I finally wanna be alive 

I don't wanna die today (hey) 
I don't wanna die 

I finally wanna be alive (finally wanna be alive) 
I finally wanna be alive (oh) 

I don't wanna die (no, I don't wanna die) 
I don't wanna die 

(I just wanna live) 
(I just wanna live) 

Pain don't hurt the same, I know 
The lane I travel feels alone 

But I'm moving 'til my legs give out 
And I see my tears melt in the snow 

But I don't wanna cry 
I don't wanna cry anymore 

I wanna feel alive 
I don't even wanna die anymore 

Oh I don’t wanna 
I don’t wanna 

I don’t even wanna die anymore 
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(Figure 1.4) 
 
 
 

  
 


